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Store manager Jan Carlton (far left). 
Business Committeeman Max Wano. BIA 
superintendent Joe Walker and (far right) 
Tribal Administrator John Barren assist Tribal 
Chairman Leon Bruno in snipping the grand 
opening ribbon for the Tribe's new convenience 
store and gas station. 
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C :: : icil ends in courtroom 


A court-ordered election to fill the 
positions of secretary-treasurer and 
vice chairman of the Potawatomi 
Tribe will be held August 4. 

Court of Indian Offenses Judge 
Philip Lujan entered an order on July 
6 declaring the election held in June 
null and void due to wording in the 
present Tribal Constitution stating 
that elections will be ‘‘held by the 
Council at its regular meeting.” 

Lujan became involved in the 1984 
Potawatomi election at the request of 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Superinten- 
dent Joe Walker after a faction of 
tribal members took control of the an- 
nual General Council meeting. 

At the election in June, absentee 
ballots, as well as in-person poll 
voting, had been allowed for the first 
time in tribal history. Incumbent vice 
chairman Doyle Owens won his bid 
for re-election over Wanita Clifford. 
486 to 180. Owens received 77 in- 
person votes and 409 absentee votes, 
while Clifford received 68 in-person 
votes and 112 absentee votes. 

Incumbent secretary-treasurer 
Thelma Bateman lost her bid for re- 
election to challenger Kenneth 
Peltier. 459 to 211. Peltier received 


78 in-person votes and 381 absentee 
votes to Bateman's 68 in-person 
votes and 143 absentee votes. 

A referendum vote authorizing the 
Business Committee to hire an at- 
torney (subject to Department of the 
Interior approval) was approved 532 
to 104. with 76 in-person votes for 
and 63 in-person votes against. 

The results of that election, 
however, were never announced at 
the annual General Council meeting 
on June 30. 

When called on by Chairman Leon 
Bruno to give the annual secretary’s 
report at General Council. Bateman 
called a point of order and invited a 
motion from the floor to suspend the 
rules. A “temporary chairman,” 
Sheila Hall, was elected by the floor 
and an effort by the tribal sergeant- 
at-arms to remove her from the 
podium was unsuccessful. 

Chairman Leon Bruno, after un- 
successfully attempting to call the 
group’s actions out of order, adjourn- 
ed the Council meeting and left, ac- 
companied by all Business Commit- 
tee members with the exception of 
Bateman and many of those in the 
audience. 


Patricia Sulcer, HowNiKan editor, 
left the Council meeting after 
Bruno’s adjournment. A reporter for 
a local newspaper, the Countywide 
News, stayed however, and publish- 
ed the following account of the 
group’s activities: 

“Tribal Administrator John 
‘Rocky’ Barrett, whom the takeover 
group voted to dismiss, remained in 
the hall during most of the subse- 
quent session. As tempers flared, 
both factions sought the support of 
Joe Walker, superintendent of the 
Shawnee Agency Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA), who was present for 
the session. 

"Walker repeatedly refused to 
take sides in the dispute, saying that 
it was ‘internal tribal business’ and 
that he was only ‘concerned about 
the protection of property.’ He said 
that he had ordered all offices locked 
and ordered tribal and BIA police to 
‘insure that locked doors remain lock- 
ed.’ 

"Later Walker told the group that 
there were ‘serious constitutional 
questions here that can only be 
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From the Election Commission 


To all Absentee Voters, 

This letter is to serve as an ex- 
planation of the happenings on June 
30. 1984. 

As you know, absentee ballots 
were received on that day and also 
live voting took place at Fire Lodge. 

During the Council meeting there 
were those who voiced much 
disagreement to the absentee ballots 
because this type of voting had not 
been voted on by the people. Much 
confusion stemmed from this and a 
judge from the Court of Indian Of- 
fenses was called to settle the dispute 
in CFR Court on that day. 

The judge heard arguments from 
both sides and set a court date for Ju- 
ly 6. 1984 at 10 a.m. to hear 
testimony and bringdown a ruling. 

After almost 10 hours the judge's 
final ruling was. there is no provision 
in our Constitution for absentee 
ballots and our Constitution reads 
that the election w-ill be held at the 


Council meeting. The June election 
was held at Fire Lodge. The judge 
ruled this election to be null and void. 

The Election Committee would like 
to extend our appreciation to each 
and every one of you who took the 
time to request your ballots and then 
returned them. 

We would also like to explain that 
we as a committee were assured of 
the legitimacy of this type of voting 
and had no knowledge that this 
would come about. 

As a result of the judge's ruling wc 
must hold another Council for the 
election within 30 days. 

Wc, the Election Committee, 
would like to extend to all of you our 
apologies and hope that all of you 
who can attend this Council meeting 
will try to do so. 

Sincerely 

Election Committee 

Chairman: Richard Whitecotton 

Secretary: Sheree Randell 








Chairman Bruno proudly spends the first 
dollar. 


Gavion Franklin, Second Chief of the Sac and 
Fox Tribe, purchases the first gasoline sold ai 
ihe new store. 


Tribal convenience store and gas station opens 


A ribbon cutting ceremony for the $137,500 
Potawatomi Tribal Store was held June 29th 
with representatives from the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, Department of Housing and Urban 


Development. Potawatomi tribal administration 
and pow wow royalty in attendance. 

The 1500-square-foot convenience store and 
gas station is located at the corner of Beard and 


Hardesty Roads in Shawnee. The store is open 
from 7 a.m. till II p.m. seven days a week and 
features a drive-thru window for discount 
cigarette sales. 


Seven 

million 

Indians? 


In the 1980 census, nearly seven million 
Americans claimed American Indian ancestry 
— though only 1.4 million identified 
themselves as Indians. 

This in formation was culled front Census 
Bureau statistics by American Demographics, a 
publication of Dow Jones and Company, Inc. 
The publication said that “most ot the people 
who reported American Indian ancestry did so 
in combination with other ancestry groups, 
such as English or Irish.” 
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HowNIKan is a publication of the Gti/en 
Band Potawatomi Tribe of Oklahoma. The of- 
fices are located at 1900 Gordon Cooper 
Drive, Shawnee, Oklahoma. 

The purpose of HowNiKan is to act as the 
official publication of the Citizen Band 
Potawatomi Tribe and to meet the needs of 
its members for dissemination of informa- 
tion. 

HowNIKan is mailed free to all enrolled 
Potawatomi Tribal members. Subscripn-wis 
arc S6 annually for non-trtbal members. 
Reprint permission is granted with credi: to 
HowNIKan or the Potawatomi Tribe. All 
editorials and letters become the property of 
HowNIKan. Submissions for publication 
must be signed by the author and include a 
traceable address. 

Change of address or address corrections 
should be mailed to HowNIKan, Route 5. Box 
151, Shawnee, Oklahoma 7 480l. or called in 
to (405 ) 275-3121. 

Business Committee 

Chairman - Robert "Leon" Bruno 
Vice Chairman • Doyle Owens 

Scc/Treasurer - Thelma Wano Bateman 
Committeeman - Max Wano 
Committeeman - C.B. Hitt 

Tribal Administrator 
John Barrett 

Editor 

Patricia Suleer 


-Obituary 

Negahnquet 


William Joseph Negahnquet. 34. 
of Route 1, Macomb, died 
Tuesday, April 24. in a Shawnee 
hospital. 

Rosary and mass w>ere held 
Saturday. April 28, both in the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 
Burial was in Sacred Heart 
Cemetery. 

Mr. Negahnquet was born June 
25, 1949. in Oklahoma City. He 
was a member of the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. He was also a 
member of the Potawatomi tribe. 
Mr. Negahnquet attended school 
in the Macomb area. 

Survivors include his parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Negahnquet, 
of the home; two brothers, 

Stephen Negahnquet, Kailua. 
Hawaii; Thomas Negahnquet, 
Maud; four sisters, JoNell 
Negahnquet. Stillw-ater; Theresa 
Neal. Camden. Arkansas; Kathryn 
A. Hallam. Ingelwood. California; 
L. Rebecca Stinnett, Claremont, 
California; Susan Martinex. San 
Pedro, California. 


Vote for 
Kenneth Peltier 
on August 4, 1984 


DEAR TRIBAL MEMBERS: 

I know it must be confusing for you 
to be seeing campaign ads again — 
when you thought you had already 
cast your ballot for this year's elec- 
tion. For that reason it is very impor- 
tant that you understand what hap- 
pened at the June General Council 
meeting — and come to the tribal 
complex to cast your vote IN PER- 
SON on August 4. 

Judge Phil Lujan of the Court of In- 
dian Offenses has ordered another 
election — and ruled all absentee 
ballots null and void because of a pro- 
vision in our existing Constitution. If 
we are to ever return tribal govern- 
ment to the people (through absentee 
voting) we must appear IN PERSON 
at Ihe TRIBAL COMPLEX for a 
special General Council election on 
August 4, from 7 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Results of the election will be an- 
nounced after voting is completed. 

Our tribe has been disgraced and 
ridiculed in the newspapers and has 
been drug through the courts by our 
adversaries: Thelma Bateman and 
Wanita Clifford. Wc MUST defeat 
these two people who have tried to 


overthrow our government not once 
but TWICE — failing in both at- 
tempts. With their selfish whims and 
sudden fancies they have 
demonstrated their total lack of pro- 
fessionalism and their lack of com- 
passion for the very tribal members 
they profess to represent. 

We’ve beat them in the courts and 
we beat them in the polls — both by 
absentee ballot and live voting — and 
now we MUST beat them again. 

Call your kinfolks and friends and 
tell them how important It Is for them 
to vote in person at the tribe on 
August 4. Plan picnics, plan 
breakfasts, plan a reunion — but 
plan to get together and come to the 
tribe on August 4 between 7 a.m. and 
2 p.m. This is your chance to make 
history by voting for a return of 
government to the people it 
represents. 

On August 4, vote for Doyle Owens 
and myself — we guarantee you that 
we will represent ALL 11,640 tribal 
members to the best of our ability. 

Respectfully yours, 

Kenneth Peltier Sr. 

Rt. 6 Box 266 

Shawnee, Ok. 74801 


Political Advertisement 
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Woody Lockhart on guitar 


Title VI honors contributors 


Eight people were honored for 
their contribution to the arts and 
crafts program sponsored by the Title 
VI Elderly Feeding Program during 
last month’s potluck lunch. 

Neoma Bayles. Bertha Little. 
Gladys Kiger, Juanita Moore, Irene 
Miller. Dessie Lockhart. Grace Burns 
and Ada Morgan were all presented 
with certificates of appreciation by 
program director Joan Biagioni. 

The potluck program featured 
entertainment by program par- 
ticipants Thelma Compton. Velma 
Moore. Grace Burns -and Woody 
Lockhart - an alumnus of the Bob 
Wills band. 

The program also honored Tribal 
Chairman Leon Bruno who was 
presented with a ribbon shirt. 

Ms. Joan Biagioni presents Chair- 
man Bruno with a ribbon shirt in ap- 
preciation of his contributions to the 
tribe. 





HowNiKan support comes from near and far 


This month the list of HowNiKan donors is particularly poignant and sym- 
bolic to the current Citizen Band Potawatomi Business Committee and ad- 
ministration. In Judge Philip Lujan’s ruling earlier this month against the 
constitutionality of absentee ballots, he stated that tribal members living 
within the immediate area were more concerned with tribal affairs than those 
unable to attend the annual General Council meetings. Untrue! The fact that, 
in this month alone, tribal members as far away as Indiana. Tennessee, 
Florida and California contributed money to insure the continuation of their 
information ‘‘umbilical cord” to the tribal complex is a vote of confidence and 
reassurance that we are, indeed, doing the right thing. The majority of the 
Business Committese has demonstrated a commitment to the ‘‘open, door” 
policy and realize that the tribal newspaper is the key to information network- 
ing among tribal members. Won't you please help support the HowNiKan? 
All donations are tax deductible and are a demonstration of far more than 
your support of your newspaper; they are tangible proof that you are proud of 


being Potawatomi — no matter where you live. 

June Donors 

Wayne & Yvonda Willmett; Sacramento, California $15 

Robert Sorrell; Denver, Colorado $25 

Geraldine Chayer; Pomona, California $5 

Judy Lowe; Chester, Texas $5 

Pansy Apees; Grand Junction. Colorado $5 

Jessie Robinson; Coweta, Oklahoma $5 

Margaret Kappus; San Carlos, California $5 

Violet M. Page; Tomball, Texas $5 

Harry R. Watkins; Van Nuys, California $5 

Mary G. Eastman; San Francisco, California $25 

Yvonne Hefner; Topeka, Kansas $20 

Louise Patterson; Memphis. Tennessee $10 

Ray Hancock; Collinsville, Oklahoma $5 

Marilyn, Lonnie.Fred & Everett Robinson; Drumright, Oklahoma $10 

Jane Ann Davis; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma $5 

Dorothy Vilven; Wamego, Kansas $5 

Opal Horner; Wanette, Oklahoma $5 

Huntington Free Library; Bronx, New York $6 

Theresa Skeily; Shawnee, Oklahoma $2 

Roy Gregson; Shawnee, Oklahoma $10 

Elwanda Loyd; Pauls Valley, Oklahoma $5 

Dorothea Buck; Glendale, Arizona $5 

Kenneth D. Spencer; Benton, Kansas : $5 

Idabel Schroepfer; Covina, California $15 

Renee George; Trenton, Missouri $10 

O. David Miller; El Toro, California $ 

Gary DeWitt; Reno, Nevada $10 

Mrs. Frankie Ollison; Indianapolis, Indiana '. $5 

Rose Anna Sharpe; Williams, Arizona $5 

Zula Jolly; El Paso, Texas $5 

James C. Roberts; Shreveport. Louisiana (In memory of Effie Mae Peltier 

Roberts) $50 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Shirley; White Oak, Texas $10 

Todd & Kenneth Ogee & Cove DeCuir; Harbor City, California $15 


Cloyd Smith; Vancouver, Washington $15 

Lily Iske; Camp Verde, Arizona $5 

Rita Carney; San Francisco, California • $10 

Sandra Lederer; Glendale, Arizona $10 

Cecelia Arnett; Santa Fe, New Mexico , $5 

Loraine Lewis; Sarasota. Florida $5 

Clyde & Verna Wilson; Salt Lake City, Utah $20 

Johnnie, Joyce & Johnnie Ogee; Choctaw. Oklahoma S10 

Anna Fern Bahner; Belvue, Kansas S10 

J.R. Schroepfer; Raytown, Missouri $10 

Stella Holt; Rimrock, Arizona $1 

Harvey Curtis; Spreckles, California $10 

William Sweeney; Santa Rosa, California $15 

Lavern Cline; Norman, Oklahoma $3 

Bernece Philley; Bellflower, California $10 

Arnold A. & Beverly J. Smith; Culver City, California $10 

Gregory & Carol Passmore'; Sugar Land. Texas $10 

James Prine, Jr.; Nevada. Missouri $20 

Everett D. Brunt, El Paso, Texas $25 

Naomi Thompson; Harrah, Oklahoma $3 

Glenys Small; Akron, California $1 

Agnes Barron; Bloomfield, N.J $2 

Ted Horbach; Big Bear Lake, California $10 

Edith Clark, Tecumseh, Oklahoma $10 

Vernie Borgerson. Chicago, Illinois $40 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Amable Tierney, Jr.; Asher, Oklahoma $10 

Helena A. Flores; Las Vegas, Nevada $5 

Norma P. Whitley, Sequim, Washington $5 

Mary Z.'O’Marra; Edmonds. Washington $10 

Oleta C. Holloway; Dickens, Texas $2 

Stacey Palmer; Okmulgee, Oklahoma $5 

John S. Martin; Howard. Kansas $10 

Kent & Rovalene Thomas; Salt Lake City, Utah $20 

Frankie Jo Sevna; Topeka. Kansas $10 

Marie Tipton; Purcell, Oklahoma $10 

Freeman Bourassa; Del City, Oklahoma $10 


YES! I believe that a Tribal 
newspaper Is Imperative for the 
dissemination of information to 
Tribal members. Please accept this 
donation as a show of my support. 

Name: — 

Street & Number: 

City & State: ' " ' 

Zip: 

Mail to: HowNiKan. Rt. 5. Box 151, 
Shawnee, Ok. 74801 
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IRS to publish tax reg's 


The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced that new regulations 
would soon be published regarding the Indian Tribal Governmental Tax 
Status Act of 1982. 

“The regulations would provide guidance to certain Indian tribal govern- 
ments as to their treatment as states under designated sections of the In- 
ternal Revenue Code of 1954,” stated within the Federal Register’s April 
19 abstract entitled “Indian Tribal Governments Treated as States for Cer- 
tain Purposes.” 

The Presidential Commission on Indian Reservation Economies' recom- 
mendations, delivered to Secretary of the Treasury Donald Regan in 
January of this year, were accepted in full by the IRS regarding this 
significant piece of Indian legislation. These recommendations came after a 
review of the wording of the Indian tax legislation. In particular, some pro- 
visions, if read literally, seemed more restrictive than the President’s Com- 
mission on Indian Reservation Economies deemed desirable or necessary. 
The central problem was in the definition of an “essential governmental 
function.” 

The Act granted Indian tribes beneficial tax status with respect to excise 
tax exemptions and tax exempt public activity bonds only if the tribe is 
engaged in an “essential governmental function.” 

The new regulations define these functions in a broad sense, which 
allows tribes a maximum amount of flexibility in exercising their tax status. 
For example, any tribal activity that is eligible for federal contracts or 
grants would qualify for issuance of revenue bonds. 

The soon to be published regulations will become final after a 60 day 
period open to public comment. The provisions included in the regulations 
will be effective, generally, for taxable years beginning after December 31, 
1982 and before January !. 1985. 


Sacred lands fight 


First Indian TV station 


On Monday, April 23, 1984, an 
administrative law judge for the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission (FERC) issued an initial 
decision recommending the denial 
of a license to Northern Lights. Inc. 
of Sandpoint. Idaho and seven other 
rural electric cooperatives in Mon- 
tana to construct a dam and 
hydroelectric project at Kootenai 
Falls on the Kootenai River in nor- 
thwestern Montana. Kootenai Falls 
is the sacred center of the Kootenan 
religion, and construction of the 
project was opposed by three tribes 
of Kootenai Indians from Idaho, 
Montana and British Columbia 
represented by the Native 
American Rights Fund (NARF). 
The Kootenai were also joined by 
environmental and conservation 
organizations, the State of Montana 
and FERC staff counsel in opposing 
the license. 

In his April 23 ruling, presiding 
Judge Miller cited a failure by Nor- 
thern Lights to show a clear need 
for the power to be produced by the 
Kootenai project before 1995. at 
which time several other larger pro- 
jects in the Pacific Northwest are 
expected to be under construction 
or on line. According to Judge 
Miller, “there is a real likelihood 
that if the Kootenai project were 
built it would result in a surplus of 
power and this surplus would have 
been achieved by the sacrifice of 
unique values associated with the 
Falls.” Those unique values include 
the Falls itself, the last major 
undeveloped waterfall in the Pacific 
Northwest, and a stretch of the 
Kootenai River regarded to have 
one of the best rainbow trout 
fisheries in Montana. 

Regarding the Kootenai religious 
values associated with the Falls 
area. Judge Miller held that the 
Kootenai project would imper- 
missibly infringe upon religious 
beliefs and practices protected by 
the First Amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. The 
case is viewed as an' important 
precedent from that perspective. 


A federal construction permit has 
been approved for what will be the 
second commercial television station 
in Lincoln. Nebraska, and the 
nation’s first American Indian- 
owned station. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission will issue the permit 
for the UHF station to the Lincoln- 
based Native American 
Communications Corp. 


Help Haskell 


The American Indian Athletic 
Hall of Fame, located as Haskell 
Indian Junior College in Lawrence, 
Kansas, represents America’s 
enshrinement of outstanding 
American Indian heroes in amateur 
or professional sports of any type 
recogni7.ed by the Amateur Athletic 
Union or the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association. Every athlete 
honored by induction in this Hall of 
HEROES is selected on the basis of 
an outstanding, colorful, exciting, 
and action-punctuated record of 
performance. 

This is a showplace where a 
collection of plaques showing 
pictures of the inductees and 
information etched on bronze plates 
are exhibited. 

The very atmosphere of this 
hallowed shrine treasures and 
preserves the outstanding records of 
famous Indian Athletes for the 
Nation and is an inspiration to 
Indian youth. 

The American Indian Athletic 
Hall of Fame is a non-profit 
organization and would accept any 
donations directed at helping keep 
this great memorial to the Great 
Indian Athletes of the past. All 
donations are tax deductible. For 
more information write: 

Mr. Archie Hawkins 
Treasurer-American Indian Athletic 
Hall of Fame 

227 Arkansas Street 
Lawrence. Kansas 66044 


Newberry fellowships 


The D’Arcy McNickle Center for 
the History of the American Indian 
at The Newberry Library offers 
D'Arcy McNickle Memorial 
Fellowships and Frances C. Allen 
Fellowships for Indian people only. 
A man or woman who receives a 
McNickle award is supported by 
the stipend of $300 a week, for a 
period of one to four weeks, plus 
transportation costs of a single 
round trip between the place of 
residence and The Newberry 
library. A woman who earns an 
Allen award is eligible for support 
for work in a graduate or 
professional academic program at 
any stage beyond the 
undergraduate degree. Allen 
Fellows are expected to spend a 
significant part of their fellowship 
term in residence at the Center. 
Applications for both fellowships 
are reviewed twice a year and are 
due on February 1 and August 1. 

Since 1973, this Center has 
sponsored fellowships for Native 
American people who have wished 
to conduct research in tribal 
history or Indian culture. Since 
that time, approximately ninety 
people have come to The 
Newberry Library to use its 
collections, which contain some 
130,000 books, articles, and 
manuscripts on Indian history and 
American frontier history. The 
Library houses no artifacts and 
few graphic art works, but it 
preserves many historic 
photographs in books and articles 
that tribal historians have found 
very useful in their research. 

Together, these two types of 
fellowships answer the needs of 
people from various walks of life: 
tribal historians, librarians, 
archivists, interested adults with 
only short periods of time to give 
to research, and persons who wish 
to accomplish advanced study in 
humanities, social sciences or 


other disciplines. An enrolled 
applicant may wish to seek the 
recommendation of his or her 
tribal chairman or councilman, but 
tribal members as well as persons 
of Indian descent who are not 
enrolled will be considered without 
the endorsement of tribal 
governments. 

Men and women who receive 
McNickle Fellowships need have 
no formal academic training, but 
they are expected to work 
extensively in research materials 
with minimal assistance. Staff 
members neigher direct research 
nor edit and publish and end 
products of fellows’ projects. 
Rather, they provide work space 
assure opportunity for fellows to 
use the Library’s massive 
collections, and supply limited 
guidance on request. 

Women who receive Allen 
Fellowships must have 
undergraduate degrees and be 
enrolled in a postgraduate 
program. They must also 
demonstrate the capacity to 
accomplish scholarly research as 
well as to complete the 
requirements of advanced degrees. 

Persons interested should write 
or call Frederick E. Hoxie, 

Director, D’Arcy McNickle Center 
for the History of the American 
Indian, The New r berry Library, 60 
West Walton Street, Chicago, 
Illinois 60610; (312) 943-9090, ext. 
267. Kindly supply a brief 
description of your research or 
professional goals. From this, staff 
members will be able to suggest 
which of the two fellowships will 
best meet your specific needs and 
provide some guidance for the 
completion of formal application. 

These fellowships are supported 
in part by a grant from the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 


Be listed in 
the Performing 
Arts Registry 

The American Indian Registry 
for the Performing Arts (a 
nonprofit corporation) has been 
organized to act as a liaison 
between Indian performers, 
producers and casting directors. 
This spring the “Directory of 
American Indian Performing 
Artists and Creative Technicians” 
will be published and circulated to 
motion picture and television 
producers. The Executive 
Committee includes Will Sampson, 
Tenaya Torres. Carole Marie and 
Zoe Escobar. If you wish to be 
listed, contact Zoe Escobar, 3330 
Barham Blvd. No. 208, Los 
Angeles. California, 90068, (213) 
851-9874. 


Tribal tax 
exempt bonds? 

The Blackfeet Indians of Montana 
may become the first tribal govern- 
ment to issue tax exempt bonds 
under the Indian Government Tax 
Status Act. 

The $2.5 Million bond issue would 
be used to finance construction of a 
campus for the Blackfeet Community 
College. 

The tax status act, signed by Presi- 
dent Reagan in early 1983, 
establishes that tribal governments 
have a status similar to towns and 
counties and other local govern- 
ments, including the right to issue 
bonds. Though all details for the sale 
of the bonds have not been com- 
pleted, the bonds could be on the 
market by the fall of 1984, a tribal 
councilman said. 

The bond issue is being handled by 
Boettcher and Company of Albuquer- 
que, New- Mexico. 
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Pow Wow Chairman Robert McKii 
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Cyclists bike from Karts* 

Chairman Leon Bruno (right) greets Duane Evans who. 
Rafe. bicycled from Kansas to attend the annual pow wt 1 
Sioux runners, received a Potawatomi Police escort in 
grounds. 
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Running for pride 


By Keena Lumpmouth 

“Do not criticize thy neighbor until you have walked a mile in his moc- 
casins." 

This Indian saying tells a lot about the 11 young Oglala Sioux from South 
Dakota who have traded that one mile for 4.000 and their moccasins for runn- 
ing shoes. 

The Western Hemisphere Welcome Runners, ranging in age from 12 to 27, 
are running in recognition of the individual effort and sacrifices made by the 
Olympic athletes. In actuality, this ambitious project, backed by the Lakota 
Treaty Council of the Lakota Nation, has a two-fold purpose. In addition to the 
welcome they will give the Olympic participants, they run to gather the sup- 
port of other U.S. tribes for their effort to regain their sacred lands. It was for 
this purpose, also, that the runners stopped ai the Potawatomi Tribal Pow 
Wow Grounds in Shaw nee. June 29th and 30th to attend the 1 1th Annual Pot- 
tawatomie Inter-Tribal Pow wow Club Pow Wow . 

Milo Yellowhair. coordinator of the run. stated that the government along 
with private land owners have denied the Oglala Indians the tribe’s sacred 
areas. The complaint was brought before the Supreme Court, but then not 


"We told our old people, ‘The greatest athletes in the world are coming 
What should we do?’ And they said, ‘Go run.’" 

• Milo Yellowhair 
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Pow wow winners 


Winners in each category are listed in first, 
second and third place. 

They include: 

Womens Northern Shawl Dance: Delilah 
Conner. Monica Rowlen. and Kathy 
Wahpepah. 

Womens Buckskin: Thoniasine Moore. 

Almeta Harris, and Mvra Little Crow. 

Men’s Fancy Dance: Billy McClellan, R.G. 
Harris, and Janies Rader. 

Men’s Northern Traditional: Pete Moore, 
Tony Shawnee, and Lance Allrunnner. 

Straight Dance: Ronnie Harris, Andrew 
Gray Jr., and Johnny Hughes. 

Ladies Cloth: Amber Hughes. Edith Harjo, 
and Irene Edwards. 

Junior Girls: Jackie Tsondokoy. Corey Stan- 
ding, and Meredith Printup. 

Junior Boys: Lloyd Gwin, Charles Dru. and 
Graham Primcaux. 


veryone 


ould like to take this opportunity 
d and/or participated in the Pot- 
h Annual Pow Wow. P.I.P. Club 
inney’s plaudits for cooperation 
: to thank Mr. McKinney for HIS 
• thanks to Grandfather for the 


tod. The case is now before the International Court of Justice to 
municipal laws supercede treaties. 

s from the Pine Ridge Reservation of South Dakota started their 
I. at the World Prayer Wall, adjacent to the United Nations 
ew York City. Their designated arrival time in Los Angeles is Ju- 

hair noted that this was the first opportunity many of the run- 
cl to travel off the reservation. The cross country route includes 
tl cities as Washington D.C. and Philadelphia. Many parts of the 
•hem an endurance and athletic challenge in addition to the long 
“Los Angeles. The northern and northeastern states offered the 
tains and the w inding terrain of the Shcnendoah National Park in 
he Blue Ridge Parkway of North Carolina. The south and 
aye offered ever changing weather conditions including 
teat and humidity and a battle with the elements. Traveling 
th Valiev was next on the runners' agenda alter leaving 


h his son 
. like the 
)OW wow 
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Potawatomi Scrapbook 


Editor's Note: The following is reprinted from the Wisconsin Historical 
Collection. The spelling and grammar printed here remain true to the 
original printed version. 


“Speech of the Poutouatamis of River St. Joseph, to Monsieur the Marquis 
de Beauharnois, Governor- general of New france, July 16, 1742. 

“My Father, we are delighted to hear that the King, our Great Father, 
has raised you to higher dignities. He knew he was giving you only that to 
which you w'ere entitled, and that he was rewarding your services. 

“My Father, we have been Induced to come down on account of the evil 
things whereof we were told we were accused. We have come to clear 
ourselves. It is Pilemou, Tchichaakanc, Mckissliu, and Oquiyaouy who 
speak to you. 

“My Father, the Children of Monsieur Marin have accused us of having 
killed thirty Frenchmen in the Ilinois country. We beg you not to believe a 
word of it. Our band, Consisting of ten men. came upon a Negro who Had 
escaped; they Took him with Them on the war-path; he was taken from 
their hands by the French. 


“My Father, we are also accused of having killed two Frenchmen, and of 
having said that we had done so to avenge ourselves. A Frenchman told us 
this on our way down. We Also beg you not to believe it. 


"Mv Father. I have come without design to bring you these tidings. 


THE POTAWATOMI HAVE A TENDENCY TO ELUDE VOWELS AND 
SYLLABLES. DUE TO THE RAPIDITY WITH WHICH THE DIALECT IS 
SPOKEN. AS COMPARED WITH THAT OF THE OTTAWA AND 
CHIPPEWA SAME AS (OJIBWE). 

THE VOWELS ARE — A.E.E.I. AND 0: 

THE ALPHABETS NOT USED IN THIS WRITING ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
C.D.F.G.J.L.P.R.U.V.X AND Z. 

ALTHOUGH SOME POTAWATOMIES USE FEW OF THE 
ALPHABETS ABOVB: 

(T) IS USED IN PLACE OF LETTER (D). 

(TT> IS PRONOUNCED LIKE (CHi. 

<B) IS USED IN PLACE OF LETTER (P). 


VOWELS: QA QE QI QO 

A.E.E.I.O: SA SE SI SO 

BA BE BI BO WA WE WI WO 

TA TE Tl TO YA YF. Y1 YO 

KA KE KI KO SA SE SI SO 

SHA. SHE. SHI. SHO WA WE WI WO 

MA ME Ml MO YA YE Yl YO 

ENGLISH POTAWATOMI 

THREAD SE BOB 

ROPE TIE SE BOB 

BONE O KEN 

AXE BKAM SA KEN 

MOSQUITE SKA MA 

COW BSHE KE 

RAT WAB KO NOSH QE 

LEAVES (TREE) TAT BA QEN 

SING NKE MON 

STAR NE KOS 

TREE MTAK 

MOUSE WAB KO NOSH QES 

ANGLE A SHE NI 

CLOUD 1 NE KOWAN KOK 

LIGHTNING WAS MOK 

WHITE WOMAN TTE MOK MAN QE 

WHITE MAN TTE MOK MAN 

VASE WAS KO NE TO MOT YES 

AX BKAM SA KEN 

GRASS M1SH KOX 

LAKE : MBF.S 

ROCK SEN 

TENT BA QI YAN KA MAK 

BALLOON BESH QET 

DOLL HOUSE NI TTA KO WIK WAM 

PAIL OR BUCKET KA KOS 

SOLDIERS SHMAK NE SHAK 

STORE KEEPER TA WEW NE NE 

SAW (TOOL) KISHK BOTT KEN 

1 SAW HIM NKI WABMA 

THATS ALL IW 

FRIEND NI KAN 

SLEEVE WNE SES 

SLEEVES WNE SEN 

MY SHOESTRING NTOS TAB 

SAFETY PIN SKAK A KEN 

MY NECKLACE MAB KAM WA KEN 

TOOTH BRUSH KS1 YAB TE KEN 

COMB NAS QE WEN 

FEATHER MIK WEN 


“My Father, at the time the blow was struck at le Corbeau (the Raven), 
we said you had nothing to do with it; that we had no Wish to revenge 
ourselves; that our Hearts were not turned to evil, but, on the contrary, we 
wished to forget evrything. 

“My Father, w-e ask you for Dehestre as blacksmith, and that he may 
work solely for himself, because, if anybody should receive any Remunera- 
tion from him. he would be obliged to charge us more for his work. Wc ask 
this favor of you in the name of all the Chiefs and of the whole village. 

“My Father, when last we came here you said to us: My Children, come 
and see me next year. I was unable to obey you because I went on the war- 
path against the Chicachas. 

“My Father, the people in our village think you will make us drink some 
of your Milk. 

“Reply of Monsieur the Marquis de Beauharnois, Governor-general of 
New france, to the speech of the Poutouatamis, of River St. Joseph, July 
22, 1742. 

"My Children, it has given me much pleasure to see you. I am obliged 
to you for the compliment you pav me regarding the new dignity 
wherewith the King has honored me. 

“My Children, you must never Listen to bad news. I have long known 
Pilcemou, Tchichaakanc. and Oquiyaouy. 

“My Children. 1 have never heard that you were accused, either in the 
direction of la Baye or in any other place, of having killed Frenchmen. You 
are Children tot) submissive to your Father, to be guilty of such evil deeds. 
You savages are to be pitied because you believe and Listen to everything 
that is said to you. Do you not know that if you had been accused of such a 
thing I should have made my thoughts known to you long ago? 

“My Children, in future have no ears to Hear evil discourses; never 
Listen to any words but mine, and those that may be carried to you on my 
behalf. 

“My Children. I am surprised that you should still speak of the death of 
le Corbeau (the Raven). You must be aware of all I have done to have that 
unfortunate affair buried deep dow’n in the earth. You renew my sorrow 
because I loved him greatly and he was attached to me. 1 think your hearts 
are not inclined to evil. 

"My Children, I grant you the blacksmith you ask; nobody shall receive 
any renumeration from him; I do not think anybody has. I will order him to 
work for you at cheap rates. 

“My Children, 1 remember well that when last you came to see me. I 
told you to come hack The following year. I know that you went on the 
war-path against the Chicachas. and this Prevented your doing so. You will 
give me pleasure by continuing and 1 will reward your zeal. 

“My Children, 1 know you complained to Monsieur Coulon. because 1 
had Sent you no presents, and that I had Sent some to the Ouyatanon. 
Kikapoux. and Maskoutins. I am very happy to tell you i hat I treat all my 
Children Alike so that there may be no jealousy Between them. Wliat I 
Sent those three Nations, was in answer to several messages they had sent 
me. 

“You must know that I never Send presents to (lie Posts lest they be 
lost, as has frequently happened. Moreover, it pleases me that my 
Children receive them from my hand. 

“My Children, I give you proofs of my affection; 1 Send some of my Milk 
to your village with presents, and wherewith to smoke peacefully on your 
mats. 

"My Children, I am sorry to Be obliged to tell you that you continue to 
go and get bad Milk from the English, which spoils your hearts and your 
Minds, and Prevents you from paying your debts. I am informed that they 
give uiu bad impressions. Therefore, my Children, 1 shall not be pleased 
w-ith you if you continue; because you can come here for what you need as 
well as you can go to the English, and. moreover, I am your Father. 

"My Children, 1 am told that every year you decide to move your 
village. I know you are well placed w'herc you are; my intention is that you 
remain there. By this Collar I replenish your fire, and take away all the 
bad thoughts that may be in your hearts. 

"1 Send to Ouilamcc, Memidokay, and Oussado the same things I give 
you. Tell them from me that 1 urge them always to strive to do what is 
right. 

“Pilemou and Thichaakanc. I give you each a Medal, and a gorget to 
Okevaouisse (Oquiyaouy). On account of the distinction conferred upon 
you. I think this mark of honor will Induce you to strive more and more to 
do what is right, to Listen to my words, and to do my will." 
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Claim your per capita check! 


HAVE NOT REQUESTED THEIR 

GREGSON. DAVIS L. 

MYERS. BENJAMIN F. 


WALL. DOUGLAS E. 

DECEMBER. 1985 PER CAPITA PAYMENT 

GR1MMETT. JOSEPH T. 

McCANDLESS. LARRY D. 


WANO. MARCELLA A. 

ABLES. EUGENE 0. 

GOENOUR. INEZ 

McCANDLESS. MARY A 


WALTERS. JAN 

ABBOTT. GEORGE. T 

GOODIN. THOS A. 

McCANDLESS. ROBERT D. 


WARD. FRANK D. 

ABBOTT, MICHAEL N. 

GOURLEY. L.C. 

McGLOTHLIN. WILLIAM C. 


WEDDLE. CLINTON A. 

ABBOTT. PHILLIP G. 

GOYER. CAROL A 

NADEAU. JOSEPH K. 


WELFFLT. GEORGE E. 

ADAMS. EDWARD K.. .JR. 

COYER. KATHLEEN A. 

NAVARRE. LAFAYETTE P. 


WERSLAY. REBECCA L. 

ADAMS, ELLEN K. 

HAAS. JAMES W.. JR. 

NEAL. JOSEPH A. 


WHITEWATER. WILSON D. 

ADAMS, RICHARD A. 

HAAS. JOHN E. 

NEWSOM, DURWOOD A. 


WHITLOCK. GEORGE H. 

ADAMS. HARRY B. 

HAAS. KAYE L. 

NOCKTONICK. LOUIS C. 


WIEDEMANN. DONNA L. 

ANDERSON. DAVID G. 

HALL. BOBBY 

NUNN. RICHARD W. 


WILDER. LLOYD J. 

ANDERSON. EARL W. 

HALLSTROM. COLLEEN M. 

NUTE. DONALD E. 


WILES. ERNEST C. 

ANDERSON. FRANKLIN D. 

HAMILTON. BILL J 

OGEE. LINDON A. 


W1LLMETT. KATHERINE 

ANDERSON. FREDRICK W. 

HANUN. DEE FLYNN 

OLSEN. RANDALL W. 


WISDOM. PAUL R. 

ANDERSON. KENT R 

HARP. WYNEMA D. 

OLSEN. RICHARD E. 


WITCHER. WILLIAM E. 

ANDERSON. LOIS E. 

HARRIS. ESTELLA 

OLSEN. WAYNE L. 


WOLFE. THOMAS L. 

ANDERSON. PAULA K. 

HARRIS. NANCY L. 

OSTERLOH. ROBERT R. 


WYNNS. CARL L. 

ANDERSON. VINNIE 

HARRISON. ROBERT A. 

PALMER. EMMA L. 


WYNNS, ELMER K 

ANDERSON, KEVIN D 

HARTSFIELD. FRANCES B. 

PAPAN. DONNA S. 


YATES. WILLARD A. 

ATCHLEY. SARAH E. 

HARVEY. EUGENE L 

PAPPAN. LINDA S. 


YELL. CHARITY E. 

ATKINSON. DAVID L. 

HASKELL. RONALD E. 

PARKES. JUDY D. 


YOUNG. CARL W. 

BABCOCK. MARY C. 

HEINKEN. MAMIE N. 

PARTON. WELDON C. 



BALDWIN. DEBRA J. 

HELSEL. STEVE 

PATTON. HOWARD 0. 


NEED DEATH CERTIFICATE: 

BALDWIN. JUANITA 

HENSON. KAROL J. 

PATTON. JOHN L. 


LA FROMBOISE. ANNA G. 

BALDWIN. STELLA K. 

HICKS. VERNON C. 

PAUL. VIVIAN E. 


LEVIER, DOUGLAS P. 

BAPTISTE. BILLY R. 

HITT. ALLIE B. 

PEEL. LORETTA M. 


WATKINS. JOSEPH W,. Ill 

BARBATTO. JENNIE 

HIGBEE. JOSEPH C. 

PERRY. VERNON D. 



BARICH. HELEN G. 

HIGBF.E. RANDALL B. 

PELTIER. EARL 


MAILED OUT — ADDRESS INCORRECT: 

BAXTER. DELAINE * 

HOLCOMB. WILMA E. 

PELTIER. JAMES. JR. 

* 

BERTRAND. EI.SJA D. 

BELL, DELLA M. 

HOWARD. PATRICIA T. 

PETTIFER. LEONARD L. 


JONES. JACQUELINE A. 

BIBLE. NATHAN D. 

HOWELL. LELAND A. 

PETTIFER. SHERMAN E. 


KILGORE. MIQUELYN 

BI.AIN. EARL 

HOWELL. MF.DA M. 

PHILLIPS. BARBARA L. 


LECLAIRE. ALICE J. 

BODINE. BARTON R. 

HUBER. RETA M. 

PRICE. DERWARD C. 


SANDLIN. CONSTANCE 

BODINE. JOHN R. 

INGLE. JAMES G. 

REGAN. JO A. 


TAYLOR. FREDERICK M.. JR. 

BOSTWICK. DELL W. 

JONES. CAROLYN S. 

REYNOLDS. HATTIE L. 


TUCKER. FONITA L. 

BOURASSA. CHARLES P. 

JONES. JAMES H. 

REYNOLDS. STEVEN C. 


KRAPP. JAMES L. 

BOWLES. ANDREW 

JONES. PRESTON T 

RHODD. GARY D. 


LAMSON. CARLA A. 

BRADLEY. NEALY A. 

JONES. RICHARD E. 

RHODD. LEONARD G. 


KIME. CARL V.. JR. 

BRAUGH. DONALD D.. JR. 

KANE. JOANNA L. 

ROBERTS. WILLIAM M. 



BRAUGH. JAMES R. 

KF.KAHBAH. PAUL S. 

ROBY. IDA M. 


THE FOLLOWING HAVE NOT REQUESTED 

BRAUGH. ROGER S. 

KEKAHBAH. ROLLIN R. 

ROLETTE. HAROLD 


THEIR 1978 PER CAPITA PAYMENT: 

BRISTOW. KEVIN B. 

KENNEDY. CECELIA A. 

RONNEAU. GRACE I. 


ANDERSON. EARL W. 

BRISTOW. OPAL J. 

KENNEDY. MAMIE 

RUSCHE. HAZEL 


ASTLE. N.L. 

BRUNO, AUGUST J. 

KIME. PAMELA J. 

RUSOW. VAN R. 


BARKER. WANDA RAY 

BRUNO, LOUIE W. 

K1ME. STEPHEN R. 

SAGE. ADDIE E. 


BARICH. HELEN G. 

CAMPBELL MAUDIE J. 

KINSLOW. JAMES N. 

SANDERS. ELTON E. 


BIBLE. NATHAN D. 

CAPE AURELIA 

KOONZ. TERESA R. 

SAXON. ELSIE L. 


BOOE. KENNETH DALE 

CARGILL. JAMES W. 

LAWLESS. KATHLEEN J. 

SCANTLIN. ABE W. 


BROCK. DEBRA S. 

CARROL. TERESA 

LAYMAN. LEWIS V., JR. 

SCHOEMANN. FRANCIS 


BRUNO. JOHN A.. JR. 

CARSTEN. LILLIAN G. 

LAYMAN. CARL T. 

SCOTT. MARGARET 


CAVANAUGH. MARVIN L. 

CARTER. W.X. 

LAYMAN. JEANNE L. 

SCHREPFER. ROBERT C. 


COVINGTON. GARY R. 

CAVANAUGH, MARVIN L. 

LENZ. JAMES F. 

SHEPHERD. DONALD L. 


CRYER. KAREN 

CHERRY. EARNEST L. 

LENZ. MARTIN R. 

SIMS. LOUIS E. 


CRYER. PATRICIA A. 

CLARDY. DICK T. 

LITTLETON. JUNE 

SINGLETARY. GAIL 


CRYER. PHILLIP 

COHEN. HELEN L. 

L0URA1NE, RAYMOND W. 

SINGLETARY. NORMA L. 


DYER. JUDY B. 

CONNOLLY. PHILLIP L. 

LYNCH. IRENE E. 

SLAV1N. RAY R. 


FARLEY. MARY PAMELA 

COOK. LINDA 

LYNCH. KATHY R. ABBOTT 

SLOVER. SHERRYL L. 


GOODIN. THOS A. 

COOPER. GEORGE E. 

LYNCH. ROBERT F. 

SMITH. BETTY J. 


HAAS. JOHN E.P. 

COVINGTON. GARY R. 

MABRY. ROBF.R D. 

SMITH. LILA J. APPLEGATE 


HAAS. KAYE L. 

CRUMBO. DARRELL E. 

MADOLE. JOHN D. 

SMITH. ROBERT M. 


HANUN. DEE FLYNN 

CRUMBO. JIMMIE H. 

MAHAFFEY. MARY B. 

SMITH. ROE L. 


HASKELL. HARVEY J. 

CRUMBO. MINISA Y. 

MALONE. MARGUERITE 

SMITH. VIVIAN I. 


HOPP. LINDA L. BEVERAGE 

CRAIG. BESSIE I. 

MALONE. PATRICK 

SNOW. GERTIE E. 


JONES. JAMES H. 

CRAVENS. ELIZABETH 

MANSHIP. FLORA E. 

SNOW. RICHARD W. 


JONES. PRESTON THOR 

CREED. EVA A. 

MARTIN. VIOLA M. 

SOOCEY. WALTER P. 


KIME. JOSEPH 

CRYER. KAREN J. 

MATTHIS. ETHELYN A. 

SPEAR. THEODORE 


KISBEY. KAREN E. 

CRYER. PATRICIA A. 

MELOT. BARBARA A. 

SPILLMAN. EARL W. 


LAYMAN. JEANNE 

CRYER. PHILLIP E. 

MELOT. FLOYD T. 

SPILLMAN. JAMES 


LITTLETON. JUNE 

CURLEY. CHARLES W. 

MELOT. J.R. 

SPRINGER. ELVIN M. 


MATTLOCK. WILLIAM BRIAN 

DARLING. ROY E. 

MELOTT. BENJAMIN F. 

STACKHOUSE. VINCENT 


MCCANDLESS. LARRY D. 

DARNELL. RICHARD C.. JR. 

MELOTT. SHIRLEY C. 

STAPP. ROBBIE J. 


MCCANDLESS. MARY A. 

DEPEL. PAUL E. 

MELOTT. WILLIAM W. 

STEWART. FLORENCE C. 


MCCANDLESS. ROBERT D. 

DETHERAGE. BOYZIE B. 

MEYERS. GOLDIE I. 

STEWART. SAMUEL C. 


MCCAULEY. JOAN K. 

DEVADER. RALPH E. 

MILEHAM. BENJAMIN C. 

ST. JOHN. MARCELL M. 


MILEHAM. BENJAMIN C. 

DEWITT. MICHAEL E. 

MILEHAM. BENJAMIN D. 

SULLIVAN. JOHN R. SR. 


MORRIS. LYNN R. 

DOWNHOUR. CORRINE D. 

MILLER. STELLA 

SUTTON. SUSANNA C. 


OSTERLOH. ROBERT 

DURAY. SHERYL A. 

MIMS. EDWARD D. 

SWEENCY, MICHAEL D. 


PALMER. EMMA L. 

DUVALL. EARNEST E. 

MIMS. LANETA G. 

TAYLOR. DELLA 


PANNELL. S.B. KLEENBECKER 

EDDY. MARGUERITE 

MIMS. ROGER D. 

TESCIER. DENISE R. 


PEERY, VERNON DALE 

EM1G. MARY L. 

MOORE. ESTHER P. 

TF.SCIER. JOHN W.. Ill 


POZZOBON. DENNY L. 

FAGERLAND, MAUREEN H. 

MOORE. GEORGE Y.. JR. 

THOMPSON. CORA 


RHODD. LEONARD G. 

FARLEY. MARY P. 

MOORE. HAROLD G. 

THOMPSON. LEE F. 


ROBY. IDA MAE 

FAULKNER. GERALD L. 

MOORE. MARY L. 

VAUGHN. THELMA J. 


ROGERS. RUBY B. 

FAULKNER. RONALD T. 

MORRIS. LYNN R. 

VIEUX. EDWARD A. 



FRAYER. EARL F. 

MORRIS PHILLIP C. 

VIEUX. JAMES R. 



FRIEDMAN. BESSIE 0. 

MOTT. VERA L. 

VIEUX. VINCENT J.. JR. 


cont. page 11 

GLASS. DOROTHY E. 

MOUTAW. JOHN W. 

WADE. HENRY T.. JR. 



i 
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Letters to HowNiKan 


Dear Editor; 

There is always a need to simplify 
and make life easier and more prac- 
tical for those tribal members who 
are disabled, elderly, or have to 
travel amny miles to come to a Coun- 
cil meeting. They deserve to have a 
voice in our tribal affairs and con- 
cerns. 

There is another factor to consider: 
our annual meeting is also near the 
Fourth of July celebration and a time 
of “family get togethers” when 
travel on our highways is not recom- 
mended. 

Absentee ballot voting is a necessi- 
ty for our tribe to have a democratic 
tribal government. 

Sincerely, 

Robert D. McKinney 

Pow Wow Chairman and tribal 

member 


Dear Scholarship Committee, 

I would like to again take this op- 
portunity to thank all the tribal per- 
sonnel who have helped me work 
towards my goals in education. 

As you w'ill note from the enclosed 
certificate of Graduate Admission, 1 
am now in the final stages of my Doc- 
tor of Philosophy degree. 

Sincerely 

James H. Kennedy 
Dear Editor, 

Here is my $5 donation to the 
HowNiKan. Sorry 1 can’t send more 
but that’s the way it is when one has 
to live on Social Security. I really en- 
joy getting the paper. 

Sincerely, 

Lorraine Lewis 

Sarasota, Florida 


Dear Editor: 

I sincerely enjoyed the long letter 
sent to you by Faye Hart Gottfried 
and Roberta Hart Gottfried. Their 
thoughts about purging the rolls of 
all with less than one-eighth Indian 
blood certainly echo my thoughts on 
that subject. I did not think it w r as fair 
for those of us who have less than 
12‘/2% of Indian blood to receive the 
monies that we did, including this 
last amount of $780.22. But we are all 
greedy and when told to get our 
names on the rolls, we hurredly did 
so. 

I am a (diluted) Indian 
(Potawatomi) and very, very proud of 
my heritage. I have a grandson who 
is equally interested in his 
background. As far as I can figure 
out, I am only one-thirty-second In- 
dian blood but just as eager to know 


of my Indian ancestors as if 1 were 
full blood. 

I particularly enjoyed the story of 
Pokagon and Lonidaw in vour latest 
HowNiKan magazine. 

I hope you can continue to send me 
the HowNiKan and am sending a lit- 
tle postage money. Thank you so 
much. 

Sincerely, 

Florence Juanita Chresl 

St. George, Kansas 

Dear Editor: 

We want to send a special invita- 
tion to the Potawatomi to attend the 
9th annual Trail of Courage Rendez- 
vous, September 15-16, at Rochester, 
Indiana. 

Last year several members of the 
Business Committee attended. The 
Mayor of Rochester presented them a 
key to the city and the Fulton County 
Commissioners and Council gave 
them a key to the county. Several 
gifts of arrow heads found in Fulton 
County were given to the Potawatomi 
museum in Shaw-nee. 

The Trail of Courage Rendezvous 
is a living-history festival that com- 
memorates the courage of the 
Potawatomi on the Trail of Death 
removal in 1838. It is held in a pine 
woods on the corner of the Tip- 
pecanoe River and New U.S. 31, 
three miles north of Rochester. 

It is not a pow wow. It features a 
tipi village, pioneer and Indian 
dances, muzzle-loading contests, 
pre-1840 foods and crafts, frontier 
fashion show-, period music, 18th 
century puppet show, historic fur 
trading skit and canoe landing. All 
participants wear pre-1840 costumes. 
No plastic or modern materials are 
allowed. It is an authentic presenta- 
tion of frontier life before the 
removal, when northern Indiana was 
still Indian territory, and the white 
men came by canoe to trade for furs. 

Admission is S2.50 for adults. SI 
for children 6 }o 12, free under 6. 
Write for camping information to 
Fulton County Historical Society, 7th 
and Pontiac, Rochester. Indiana 
46975. Ask for an application if you 
want to sell authentic crafts or par- 
ticipate in the dances or shooting 
contests. 

If you have a desire to see your 
ancestral land, plan now- to trek to 
Rochester, Indiana, the third 
weekend of September. You will find 
the people here very friendly and 
hospitable. 

Shirley Willard, president 

Fulton County Historical Society 

Dear Editor, 

I’m interested in locating some of 
my cousins to write or get acquainted 


with by mail. 

I’m Violet Melott Page, daughter 
of Lee Melott w'ho was born in 
Wanette, Oklahoma. My grandpa 
was Joseph Melott and grandma, 
Catherine Melott, both buried in the 
Wanette cemetery. My daddy had a 
number of brothers but I remember 
Uncle Tom and Uncle Will who lived 
in Shawnee. Uncle Lewis lived in 
Wanette. My sister, Minnie Melott 
Garrett and 1 visited a daughter of 
Uncle Will’s in Shawnee in 1981, but 
I don’t remember her name. 

1 lived in Oklahoma City until 1 
retired in 1978. I moved to 1015 Mis- 
ty Meadow in Tomball, Texas 77375. 

I plan to be at the pow wow June 29 & 
30. 

Violet Melott Page 

P.S. 1 agree with Faye Hart Gotfricd 
in the May issue of HowNiKan who 
said those with less than one-eighth 
Indian blood should be dropped from 
the rolls. 


Dear Tribal Members, 

1 have now completed the first 
semestr of my junior year in the 
Bachelor of Science of Nursing pro- 
gram at Wichita State University. 

I wish to express my appreciation 
for the support given to me in the 
form of a tribal scholarship. The 
scholarship has been instrumental in 
helping me to get closer to my goal of 
becoming a registered nurse. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Holt Costain 

Derby, Kansas 

Dear NiKan, 

1 am sending a small donation for 
the paper. 1 enjoy it very much and 
think is very' necessary to all our peo- 
ple. 

I really enjoyed the April paper so 
much. Yes. I recognized the picture 
of the cabin. That is my mother, her 
brothers and a cousin. I was very 
small then but 1 still remember it 
well. So please keep the paper com- 
ing. 

Thanks, 

Just another Potawatomi, 

Naomi Thompson 

Harrah, Oklahoma 

Dear Editor; 

I enjoy the HowNiKan paper very- 
much. Sorry I haven’t written sooner. 
I was very happy to read that Sacred 
Heart Mission is going to be restored 
as a historic site. I was raised up in 
the Sacred Heart school and I read 
about people I either knew or their 
children. 

I would like to know if Nila Ned- 
deau is alive, if so where is she? She 
was a good friend of mine. My 
maiden name was Oleta C. Caster- 
man. 1 would love to see the girls I 
knew in school. 

My grandmother was Josephin 
Haas Castlebury. My mother was Ed- 
na Castleburv Buchanan. 

1 am enclosing $2 for HowNiKan. 
Keep up the good work! 

Sincerely 

Oleta C. Holloway 

Box 22 

Dickens, Texas 79229 


Dear HowNiKan, 

My name is Darel Longo, and I am^ 
a member of the Citizen Band 
Potawatomi. I am an artist who 
specializes in western and wildlife 
art. I am looking for a photograph of| 
a full blood Potawatomi in full native 
dress. I would greatly appreciate it if 
you could help me locate one and 
send it to me. I would like to render 
such a painting. I will donate a photo 
of the finished product for use by the 
HowNiKan and possible publication. 

Thank you, 

Darel Longo 

319 Eucalyptus Ave. 

Patterson, California 95363 

Editor’s Note: Watch future issues 
of the HowNiKan, Darel. In the 
meantime, can any tribal members i 
help? 

Dear Tribal Chief, 

Could you please help me? I’m 27 i 
years old and I love Indians. I desire 
to make friends with as many as 
possible. 

Is there a very good chance on your 1 
part that you’ll be able to hand over 
my letter to any Potawatomi Indians, 
16 to 30 years of age. I’d be very, ( 
very, appreciative for it. Could you 
also have an ad run in your local 
Potawatomi newspaper or bulletin? 

About myself: 1 have short brown < 
hair, built slim, weigh 1 18 lbs., stand 
5’7’’ tall, wear glasses, come from a 
strict religious family with strict 
morals. I 

Please do all you’re able to do that 
I may have my dream fulfilled of hav- 
ing an Indian friend, somebody to 
correspond back and forth to. Thank 
you. 

A friend to all Indians, 

Randy Peterlick 

P.O. Box 142 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53082 


Dear Sirs: 

1 would like to know if there is any 
literature available on the history and 
rituals of the Potawatomi Indian 
Tribe? If so could you please send me 
any information you might have. I 
will be glad to reimburse you for the 
cost of the material. 

Thank you 

Larry Lambert 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

Editor’s Note: Copies of David Ed- 
mund’s book, “Polawatomis, 
Keepers of the Fire”, is available 
through the University of Oklahoma 
Publishing Co. in Norman, 
Oklahoma. Contact them directly. 


NOTICE! 


All persons living in the Pot- 
tawatomie County area who are in- 
terested in first aid and/or CPR 
(cardiopulmonary resuscitation) 
classes are urged to contact Ken 
Cadarct at the Potawatomi tribal 
complex, 275-3121. 


Native American Press Association founded 


B\ Dick Pothier 


America's Native Americans discovered long 
ago that being in this country llrst did not do 
them a great deal of good once the white set- 
tlers arrived 

But over the weekend of June 22 ' 30 Indian 
journalists and publishers decided that one of 
the settlers’ most cherished possessions — a 
free and active press — might help them regain 
some ot the standing they lost when they had to 
share this continent with the newcomers. 

The journalists, representing Indian tribes, 
nations and publications from the Mohawk Na- 
tion in the Northeast to the Potawatomi and 
Choctaws in Oklahoma, from Canada's Indian 
nations to Arizona’s Navajos. joined forces. 

In a pioneering conference held at Penn- 
sylvania State University, the Indian journalists 
created a Native American Press Association 
and vowed to improve communication with and 
among America’s estimated 1.5 million Indians 
and the peoples native to Canada. Mexico and 
Central and South America. 

“There’s been a huge renaissance of interest 
among Indians and other indigenous natives in 
cooperation in economic, cultural, legal and 
other ways,” said Jose Barriero, former 
managing editor of a major Indian bimonthly 
magazine called Akwesasne Notes, which 
serves the Mohawk Nation in upper New York 
State. Barrciro is a student in the Indian 
Studies Program at Cornell University. 

“At this meeting, and with the new associa- 
tion, I see the skeleton and the guts of 
something that could be awesome and 
dynamic, not only in the U.S. and in Canada, 
but over the entire continent.” said Nancy 
Woods, advertising manager of a slick, new, 
full-color Canadian native magazine called 
Sweetgrass. 

Participants in this first organizational 
meeting of the press association spent a lot of 
time discussing basic needs and concerns of In- 
dians — including the fact that some Indians 
prefer to be called native or indigenous 
peoples. 

"I’m Ojibway, and 1 am tired of describing 
myself as an Indian, and of people asking me if 
I'm from India or Pakistan. ’’ said Lcnore 
Kecshig-Tobias. editor of Sweetgrass. 

She suggested "native or indigenous" as a 
substitute. 

But Tim Giago, editor of the Lakota Times, 
which circulated nearly 6,000 copies a week on 
the 50-byl00-mile Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota, told the group he considered the 
word indigenous a "tongue twister” and that 
"Native American’' could mean any Indian or 
other native peoples anywhere on the North or 
South American continents 

Mike Burgess, who publishes a newspaper 
called Talking Leaf out of the Los Angeles In- 
dian Centers Inc., said that after he mentions 
he is an Indian, people ask what tribe lie 
belongs to. "And then when I say Comanche 
they back off,” he said with a smile. 

Other participants said a major goal of the 
press association should be to foster better rela- 
tions with non-Indians and to help com- 
municate accurate information to America's 
non-Indian media about Native Americans and 
about "ethnic stereotypes" that disturb In- 
dians. 

"For example, it’s hard to believe, but you 
can still see some occasional reference to ’In- 
dian squaws,’ usually in an attempt to be fun- 
ny," Giago said. 

"And because one or two Indian activists or 
radicals do something wrong, the headlines say 
'fugitive Indian leader' when in fact that person 
is no more a leader or spokesman for Indians 
that the Ku Klux Klan is a spokesman for wdiite 
people." Giago said. 

Richard LaCourse, a longtime journalist and 
editor of a new publication called Indian 
Finance Digest, said he had surveyed the In- 
dian press in America and found more than 500 


newspapers, newsletters, magazines and other 
kinds of publications aimed at American Indian 
readers. 

And there are 13 Indian-owned radio stations 
and one weekly television show aimed at the 
American Indian audience. LaCourse said. 

One of the goals of the association. LaCourse 
said, should be to organize workshops to 
“educate the rest of the media about Indians, 
and the New' York Times needs this as much as 
the smallest paper.” 

Adrian C. Louis of the Lakota Times said: 
"This conference is a historic event. We’ve 
assembled here the basic core of Indian jour- 
nalism in America." 

The association's founding di>eument. work- 
ed out during the weekend conference, creates 
journalistic codes of ethics and professionalism 
because news or feature articles in Indian 
publications should have just as much credibili- 
ty and accuracy those in any other responsible 
newspaper, participants said. 

"It conics right down to news — getting it 
right and getting it out." Burgess said. 

The group also identified dozens of tasks and 
goals of the organization, including the need to 
attract young Indian people into journalism and 
provide workshops to enhance professionalism. 

William Dulaney, a professor in Penn State’s 
School of Journalism, was one of the organizers 
of the conference, which was funded by Penn 
State and by a grant from the Gannett Founda- 
tion. 


Patricia Sulcer. 33. and a Michigan native, 
has been editor of the HowNiKan for nearly a 
year — and is proud of it. 

"It 'so exciting to be working with a tribe that 
is really operating on the cutting edge of 
history,” says Sulcer. whose credentials in- 
clude eight years of. editing "mainstream" 
publications before moving to Oklahoma last 
July. 

"I recently attended the founding meeting of 
the Native American Press Association at Penn 
Slate and was appointed to a steering commit- 
tee,” says Sulcer. “und was surprised at how 
many other tribal representatives were familiar 
with our paper. They asked a lot of questions 
about the paper’s format and design and I was 
proud to be able to say that 1 was responsible 
for that.” 

Members of the “outside” media covering 
the meeting in Pennsylvania were surprised to 
find a non-Indian editing (he Potawatomi 
newspaper, according to Sulcer. "I think," she 
says, “that having a non-tribal person in 
charge of information and the newspaper lends 
credibility to the tribe. Tribes as a whole have 
historically operated under almost secretive 
conditions and having a professonal in such a 
sensitive position definitely lends credibility. 
For instance when reporters front other 


"We would very much like to have a continu- 
ing relationship with this new organization,” 
he said. "As educators and as journalists, we 
want to help explore w-ays to strengthen these 
newspapers, many of which are published 
under very tough economic conditions. And 
these journalists very much want to put out in- 
formative. high-quality publications” 

Patricia Sulcer, one of a few non-Indian jour- 
nalists at the conference, is editor of the How- 
Ni-Kan newspaper of the Potawatomi Indians 
in Shawnee, Okla. The paper's name means 
"Hello, my friend." she said. 

"I’m doing this to help tell the rest of us the 
truth about Indian life in America today,” 
Sulcer said. “I don’t think most Americans 
know very much about this, and all those old 
stereotypes are still there. 

“For example, look at the name of our 
newspaper. A lot of Americans seem to think 
that Indians walked around saying ‘how’ as if it 
were some dumb comment. Well, in many 
dialects, it actually is a greeting that translates 
‘How are things?’ or ‘Hello, how arc you, my 
friend?’ ” 

Patty Bowen, who represented the Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma, told the group that 
America’s 1.5 million Indians had unrealized 
political clout. 

"It’s enough so that we could swing a 
presidential election,” she said. "I think we 
ought to get that word out, and this new 
association will help. 


newspapers call for background information I 
think they have a tendency to trust me because 
they kmow 1 have a solid journalism 
background.” 

"1 also find it ironic, ” laughs Sulcer, "that 
even though 1 come from Potawatomi country in 
Michigan, 1 had to travel all the way to 
Oklahoma to work with them!" 

Sulcer, who also served as project director for 
an oral history project last fali funded by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, sees 
a bright future for the tribe in the areas of 
publishing, cultural reclamation and a renewed 
interest in traditional arts. ‘‘We have so many 
thoughts flying around,” she says, “and there 
are some really wonderful, dedicated people 
here. The sky is the limit on what we can do. 
We have already received permission to 
publish at least one Potawatomi history book; 
we’ll soon be renovating the museum and we 
finally have access to some of the native ways. 

I think it’s absolutely marvelous that the very 
same Business Committee that has 
demonstrated such genius in the fields of 
business asnd legislation has also made a firm 
commitment to historical reclamation. With 
time and money and the dedication that has 
been demonstrated, we can do absolutely 
anything in the world.” 



Who edits the HowNiKan? 
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An Open Letter From The Business Committee 


To All Tribal Members Who Voted By Absentee Ballot 
In The June 30th Election: 

It was our intent and most fervent wish that all tribal 
members be allowed to express their wishes bv voting 
in this year’s tribal election. We felt that the absentee 
ballots were proper under the Tribal Constitution and 
By-Laws for the following reasons: 

1. The Constitution defines “Council” as all 
members of the tribe over 21 years of age (Article III). 

2. The Constitution authorizes the Business Commit- 
tee “to appoint subordinate committees... to transact 
business and otherwise speak and act on behalf of the 
tribe.” This was the authority for appointing the Elec- 
tion Commission to conduct the election (Article V, sec. 

i)- 

3. The Election Ordinance was written under the 
authority of Article VII, sec. I of the Constitution which 
says: “The regular election of the Secretary-Treasurer 
and Vice Chairman shall be held by the Council at its 
regular annual meeting on the last Saturday in June, 
1971, and each even numbered year thereafter, under 
rules and regulations prescribed by the Business Com- 
mittee. 

The Business Committee interpreted this to mean 
that on June 30, 1971, the election was to be held at the 
meeting. After that election, all future elections would 
be under “rules and regulations prescribed by the 
Business Committee.” 

Judge Lujan of the Court of Indian Offenses has ruled 
that the language which says “at the meeting” in Arti- 
cle VII, sec. I, eliminates the use of absentee ballots. 
We do not agree. For this reason his decision is being 
appealed. There is no language in our Constitution 
which forbids absentee ballots. Elections are held in 
every state, municipality, and most Indian tribes under 
legislation which names a 'place and time for an elec- 
tion. These elections do not forbid absentee ballots 
from being cast. 

Every member of the Potawatomi Tribe over 21 years 
of age has a right to vote in the Council election. Your 
money is being managed by the tribe. You should have 
the power to control the spending of your money and 
the conduct of your tribal government. 

If the appeal of Judge Lujan’s ruling is unsuccessful, 
we urge you to vote for the constitutional revision you 
will soon receive a ballot for. The proposed revision will 
be printed in its entirety in the HowNiKan. This revi- 
sion specifically provides for absentee ballots. 

Tribal elections have, in the past, been by whatever 
means came to mind at the time - stand up, sit down, 

Special Council called 

A special General Council meeting, pursuant to CFR 
Court order, for the purpose of elections only, will be 
held August 4, 1984. 

The meeting will convene at 7 a.m.; voting will be 
from 7 a.m. until 2 p.m. at the meeting in the Long 
Room of the ShipSheWano Building at the Potawatomi 
Tribal Complex in Shawnee, Ok. 

Election results will be announced at the meeting 
after voting is completed. 


hand out slips of paper, show your enrollment cards, 
move to the other side of the room etc. We need an 
election law to stabilize our election process and 
eliminate abuse. 

Another, most important, aspect of the proposed con- 
stitutional revision submitted under Aticle XI of the 
Constitution allows for any group of tribal members, by 
petition, to require the Business Committee to adopt or 
change or revoke any legislation by submitting it to a 
vote of the entire tribe. This initiative and petition 
privilege is the most important change we are propos- 
ing. This will give tribal members, for the very first 
time, the ability to directly influence tribal government 
- no matter where they live. 

The disturbance at the Council meeting on June 30th 
points out most vividly the need for dissemination of 
tribal power to all the members of the Council. If a 
small handful of people can entirely disrupt the func- 
tions of a government representing nearly 12,000 peo- 
ple - we need new laws. Please consider the constitu- 
tional revision carefully. It gives the power of your 
government back to you. 

For those of you who can attend the court-ordered 
election on August 4, please do. We can assure you that 
there will not be a reoccurance of the mob action of 
June 30. To protect those of you who are elderly and 
were frightened or offended by this mob, Judge Lujan 
has ordered the BIA and tribal police to maintain order. 
Please come; your opinions are the most important of 
all our people. 

A Message 
From Doyle Owens 

Once again I am here asking you to no four million dollar tribal opera- 
vote for me, Doyle Owens, for Vice tion, no government grants and no 
Chairman of your tribe. businesses owned and operated by 

The events of recent weeks - at- the tribe. We have come, in the last 
tempted takeovers of the tribal com- few years, into the mainstream of rhe 
plex; attempted impeachments of the twentieth century - and it ss time to 
Business Committee and Grievance siart behaving like it. 

Committee; lawsuits brought by my As Potawatomi, we should have 
opponent and incumbent secretary the same voice in government as we 
Bateman - clearly show what this fac- do as United States Citizens - no mat- 
tion. should they gain control of the ter where we live, 
tribe, will do. fhese people are ac- As Potawatomi, we should have an 
ting in their own self-interest and open government and watchdog 
would prefer the Potawaromi Tribe to capabilities over that government, 
exist in the dark ages - that way no just as we do as United States 
one will know what they’re getting citizens. 

away with. I ask you to attend the August 4 

I have voted for and run on a plat- election at the tribal complex and 1 
form supportive of returning tribal ask you to vote for Kenneth Peltier 
control to tribal members - all tribal and myself for Business Committee, 
members, not just those in the 1 can promise you that I will tight 
Shawnee area. The recent ruling of for your rights as Potawatomi and 1 
CFR Judge Lujan points out the need will fight for a self-sustaining future 
for revisions in our 50 year-old Con- for the Potawatomi Tribe, 
stitution. When that Constitution was Thank you. 
adopied there was no tribal complex, 

Keep Doyle Owens 
As Vice Chairman 

Political Advertisement 






